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Missing links - 
Rail 

BOOSTING GROWTH 
AND COHESION IN 
EU BORDER REGIONS 



EU Border Regions 

Importance of border regions: 40% 
EU territory; 30% EU population 
(150 million), 30% EU GDP  

BUT less economically developed, 
lower access to public services 

Navigating different legal and 
administrative systems is still 
complex, long and costly 

 



• Border obstacles lead to lost 
potential GDP; 

• Removing 1/5 of all obstacles 
could lead to +2% GDP in 
border regions; 

• Corresponding to 1 million 
new jobs 

• Problems are more deeply felt 
where there is a greater level 
of interaction 

"Border Effect" – Unused potential 



What can be done?  

10-point Action Plan 

MULTI-LEVEL GOVERNANCE 

European institutions – MS- regions 

Stakeholders 

 

Close cooperation with other DGs 

Border Focal Point in EC (REGIO) 



10-point Action Plan 



  

Missing links - rail 

365 cross-border rail connections recorded 



48 “potentially most beneficial” projects identified 



MOST PROMISING MISSING 
LINKS 



Interreg Programmes 

“Mainstream Programmes” 

CEF – EIB – InvestEU 

Blending ? 

  

Financing CB investments 



More Information 
 

InfoRegio: 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/publications/communications/201
7/boosting-growth-and-cohesion-in-eu-border-regions 
  
     @RegioInterreg   #EUBorderRegions  
 
 
Dedicated platform: 
 
  https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/border-regions/forum 
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